
As you have read before in
previous newsletters, the VCRC
team engaged Nation Partners to
conduct a desktop review of
existing climate risk assessment
tools and standards that are
available for use by the local
government sector. The aim of this
review was to identify weaknesses
and strengths of existing guidance
on climate change risk
assessments and recommend fit-
for purpose approaches for
Victorian local goverments’
consideration and use. 

The VCRC team is still in the
process to decide how to
incorporate the findings and
recommendations as part of the
program and also potential
communication of the reviewed
guidance for Victorian councils. 
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Desktop review of climate change risk assessment approaches

The table below summarises recommendations on the suitability of the
reviewed guidance. In total there were 12 documents reviewed and they were
rated high and medium according to the immediate relevance and usability
for Victorian Councils. Although many of the reviewed documents will be useful
for Councils, it must be noted that the review found that there is no easy, clear
fit-for-purpose guidance on climate risk assessment targeting local
government. If you want to read the full report please visit our website. 

https://adapt.waga.com.au/VictorianClimateResilientCouncils
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Summary of recommendations of the reviewed guidance on climate risk assessment
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 Some of the key findings from the review are presented below:  

All of the reviewed documents
recommended assessment of climate-

related physical risks, while transition risks
were commonly recommended only as part

of “second pass” or more complex
assessments.

A ‘likelihood and consequence’ risk
framework was the most common

framework among the reviewed documents.

The reviewed documents do not provide
explicit guidance on how to how to adopt,

adjust or reconcile frameworks to align with
their own needs and existing risk

management frameworks.

Limited or no guidance was provided
on how to account for interdependencies

and interactions between sectors/systems in
the context of climate change impacts, or on
how to connect climate risk assessment and

management with effective adaptation
planning and action..

None of the reviewed documents provided
explicit or detailed guidance on how the

approaches could be adapted to
accommodate new or emerging

information/evidence and/or methodologies
in the future,

Of the 12 documents reviewed, it is
considered that most of the ‘High’ rated

documents could be reviewed
and potentially used by councils with
comparatively limited resources and

expertise.
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What is next? 

Holding the third Project Steering Committee (PSC) meeting. 
Continuing with the literature review. Specifically now looking at adaptation planning. 
Refining the program, governance, funding and resourcing models
Continuing the Adaptive Capacity Assessment pilot.

During October the VCRC team will be: 

If you would like further information about VCRC you can find more
information on our website or contact our team on vcrcprogram@gmail.com

ConnectConnect  

First meeting of the Adaptive Capacity Assessment working group 

In total 11 councils attended the first meeting of the Adaptive Capacity Assessment working
group, including nine metro and two rural.  it was a good opportunity for councils that haven’t
used the assessment before to get familiar with it and to suggest changes.

During our discussion about the review of the checklist, 5 councils had already used the
checklist and found the access, format and explanations easy to follow. However, some
changes were identified for review including how some of the questions in the checklist could
be interpreted differently and a desire for stronger standardisation and evidence
requirements for checklist responses to assist with benchmarking.

We also discussed the desire to engage more with rural and regional LGAs, so if you are a
rural or regional council interested in the development of the VCRC, please reach out.

Our next meeting in early October will focus on exploring benchmarking options for the
checklist as well as monitoring, evaluation and reporting for the VCRC program overall
including consideration of How Well Are We Adapting.

https://adapt.waga.com.au/VictorianClimateResilientCouncils

